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May 1, 2016 
 
 
Dear Cherokee County Stakeholder:  
 
I am pleased to provide our community with our Annual Report for 2015.  The purpose of 
this report is to provide you with a window into the functioning of your criminal justice 
system, to educate you about the nature of crime in our community, and to inform you of 
our efforts to achieve justice for victims and support crime prevention efforts in our 
county.   
 
Within the report you will see graphic illustrations of the trends in crime in our county, 
but I want to highlight some of our success and also some current challenges, as well.  In 
2015, we focused on developing our white collar and elder abuse unit that specializes in 
the prosecution of identity theft, financial fraud and other white collar crimes as well as 
other forms of abuse against our vulnerable elderly population. We also spent 181 hours 
training our law enforcement in areas ranging from best practices in investigations to how 
to testify in court.    
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your District Attorney.  It is a wonderful 
privilege to serve the citizens of Cherokee County.  Our office looks forward to continuing 
our work to achieve our goal of a safer, better Cherokee County and State of Georgia. 

 
 

 
 

                  

SHANNON G. WALLACE 
District Attorney 

Cherokee County Justice Center 
90 North Street, Suite 390 

Canton, Georgia 30114 
Phone 770-479-1488 

Fax 770-479-3105 

Office Of The District Attorney 
BLUE RIDGE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

Sincerely, 

 
Shannon Wallace 
District Attorney 
Blue Ridge Judicial Circuit 
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Mission Statement 
 
To seek justice, to act with integrity, and to work with our partner agencies to protect 
the citizens of Cherokee County and the State of Georgia. 

 
District Attorney Staff 

 
The Office of the District Attorney has a full time staff of seventeen prosecuting attorneys, 
in addition to the District Attorney, eight administrative assistants, fourteen 
investigators, and five victim advocates.  Additional part-time staff include a drug court 
prosecutor, a victim advocate and an office manager.   
 
Our office is divided into trial teams. The three Superior Court trial teams are comprised 
of a supervising Deputy Chief Assistant District Attorney, two attorneys, three 
investigators, a victim advocate and an administrative assistant.  These three teams are 
assigned to individual Superior Court Judges and handle most cases assigned to their 
respective courtrooms.  Our office also has two specialized prosecution units that float to 
each of the Superior Court courtrooms.  The White-Collar / Elder Abuse unit has an 
attorney and an investigator.  The Domestic Violence unit contains a grant-funded 
prosecutor, an investigator, and a victim advocate.  These two units share an 
administrative assistant.  Our office also has a Juvenile Court trial team which has two 
attorneys, an investigator, an administrative assistant and a part-time victim advocate.  
In addition, one of the juvenile court prosecutors is also representing our office in the 
newly created Mental Health Court.  A full time prosecutor handles all of our appeals.  A 
full time prosecutor serves the Magistrate Courts while a part time prosecutor covers Drug 
Accountability Court.  These two attorneys share administrative assistants and 
investigators.   
 
The District Attorney and the Chief Assistant District Attorney supervise all of the trial 
teams as well as handle cases in all three Superior Court courtrooms, and consult with 
law enforcement, the public, and child protective services on a regular basis. 
 

 
Staff member Richard Escher presenting at our Family Violence Two Day Training for Law Enforcement, 
Prosecutors, Victim Advocates, and community service professionals. 

We are fortunate to enjoy a great collaborative 
relationship with the Office of the District Attorney.  
The ability to work together on investigations with the 
team who tries these cases improves outcomes and 
safety for those living and working in Cherokee 
County.   
 
– Major Buster Cushing, Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office 
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Team members from left to right: Cliff Head, Sara Brown, Lisa Williams,  

Shannon Wallace, Rachelle Carnesale, Holly Rogers, Dwight Kelley & Randy Reagan 
(not pictured: Sue Malone, Garry Moss & Joan Padgett) 

 
 

 
Chief Judge Jackson Harris courtroom team members from left to right: Tracy Wallace, 

Richard Escher, Ashley Snow, Brandon Delfunt, Kara Chagnon & Ann Corrigan 
(not pictured: Thomas Wight & Stephanie Keener) 
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Judge Ellen McElyea courtroom team members from left to right: Shelby Flores, Karen 
McDaris, Deanna Jarrett, William Hunter, Holly Varner, Dan Combs & Judy Lohman 

 
 

 
Judge David Cannon, Jr. courtroom team members from left to right: Matthew Runion, 

John Silk, Zach Smith, Robert Morton III, Randall Ivey, Heather McCoy,  
Shelley Pritchett & William Hegwood 
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Elder Abuse / White Collar Unit team members from left to right: 

Marcia Mosher, John Tully & Bert Love 
 
 

 
Domestic Violence Unit team members from left to right: 

Monica Moore, Ashton Murphy, Marcia Mosher & Jessica DeGourville 
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Juvenile Court team members from left to right: 

Cheryl Marshall, Jennifer Spears, Wally Rogers, Katherine Racz & Sheri Vaughan 
 
 

 
 

Magistrate Court team members from left to right: Jennifer Spears & Sally Santander 
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CASELOADS 
 
In 2015, the Office of the District Attorney received 3,639 cases for prosecution, a 
consistent climb from cases opened over the course of the last three years. Between 2012 
and 2013, the number of cases entering our office increased by 13% due to a policy change 
in which we became involved in probation revocation cases from their inception.  Case 
numbers overall, however, have continued to rise. 
 

 
 

The chart above illustrates the number of cases opened and closed in 2012-2015.   
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In addition to working on cases, our staff is active in 
prevention activities focused on reducing crime. In 2015, 
staff members served as Senior Project Mentors for two 
Sequoyah High School students. The project for each 
student included work with the NO MORE campaign. NO 
MORE is a campaign to raise public awareness and to 
engage bystanders in preventing domestic violence and 
sexual assault. The students, with the help of their mentors, 
assembled a NO MORE outreach table to provide 
awareness information at the Domestic Violence Awareness 
Candle Light Vigil hosted by the Cherokee Family Violence 
Center in October each year.  Victim Advocate Jessica is 
pictured at left at the vigil.  
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CASELOADS OPENED BY TYPE 
 

Although probation revocations and juvenile court matters comprise the highest number 
of cases opened in the Office of the District Attorney, it is important to note that they are 
generally less time consuming than other types of cases as neither involve the processes 
of presentation to the Grand Jury or trials by jury.   
 
The chart below illustrates the caseload by percentage of cases being opened in the Office of the District 
Attorney in 2015.  Our tracking instrument does not collect data from juvenile court or probation 
revocations sufficient to break down the types of cases handled therein.  However, property crimes and 
sexual assault cases are both prevalent in juvenile court; and probation revocations involve all manner 
of violations, from simple technical issues with the compliance to newly committed offenses.  
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A COMMON THREAD 
Our community, like many others all over the country, is suffering from a staggering 
number of opiate-related overdoses.   Weekly, we encounter reports of overuse of pain 
medications as well as the use of heroin as a substitute for these medications once they 
become difficult to obtain due to expense.  Too often, drug dealing is considered a 
victimless crime in the community.  In fact, lives are lost and destroyed and not just for 
the users.  The sad reality is that throughout most of our cases involving violence as well 
as simple property crimes, there is a common thread: substance abuse and addiction.  The 
victims are not limited to those directly involved in a case.  Even when they are not the 
direct victims of drug abusers, the children of these individuals suffer neglect and often 
the outright loss of their caregivers.  In one trial involving a dealer of heroin and 
oxycodone, our staff was able to secure a conviction and a sentence of twenty years with 
ten to serve without parole.  There is no way to know the wake of devastation left by this 
drug pusher, but for ten years, he will have lost the opportunity to offend in this 
community.   
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TYPES OF VICTIMIZATIONS 
 

Crimes are generally divided into two categories, crimes against persons and property 
crimes.  The below charts are drawn from victim data. 
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OUR WORK - BUILDING CASES 
 

Team Work Improves Investigations 
In keeping with District Attorney Shannon Wallace’s vision for the office, Cherokee 
prosecutors and investigators are on call and available to law enforcement 24/7.  
Particularly in serious violent felony cases against adults and children or other complex 
cases, upon request, our prosecutors will provide legal advice regarding search warrants, 
interviews of suspects or whether additional evidence would be required to prove a case 
in court.   
 
In matters of suspicious deaths, highly-trained members of the staff will attend the 
autopsies with our law enforcement, which are performed by Medical Examiners at the 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation.  This practice provides early insight into the extent of 
investigation needed to provide medical examiners with sufficient information to 
determine cause and manner of death as well as to assess whether there is evidence rising 
to the level of probable cause that a crime was committed.   
 
Grand Jury 
After an arrest, warrants are forwarded to the Office of the District Attorney for 
prosecution.  Our investigators then request reports and additional follow-up from law 
enforcement as well as acquiring additional needed information, such as medical reports, 
scientific testing results or additional witness statements.  Thereafter, once our 
prosecutors determine a case is ready for formal charges to be lodged, they draft 
indictments in cases requiring Grand Jury review or accusations in cases statutorily 
permitted to be charged by the State.  The majority of cases passing through the Office of 
the District Attorney are presented to the Grand Jury where citizens who have been 
selected for the Grand Jury hear evidence and determine whether probable cause exists 
and then issue a True Bill (meaning there is sufficient evidence) or a No Bill (meaning 
more evidence is required).   
 
Trial 
The majority of cases in the criminal justice system are resolved by guilty plea.  Otherwise, 
the system would be crushed by the volume of trials required to dispose of cases.  In 
Cherokee County, trials take place monthly with the exception of July and December.  
Typically, during a period in which all three Superior Court Judges seat jurors and hear 
cases, no more than three to five trials can be completed.  
 
Expert Witness 
In preparation for trial, our prosecutors often must secure the testimony of expert 
witnesses to fully explain complicated cases to a jury and to secure a conviction.  The legal 
standard for whether expert testimony is admissible is whether the issue is beyond the 
understanding and knowledge of the average juror.  Typically, experts testify about 
scientific or medical principals or matters involving complex psychological issues.  Over 
the last year, we have had to increase the amount of money spent on retaining experts for 
trial cases.  Several examples follow:  
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Strangulation  
In July, 2014, Governor Deal signed into law House Bill 911, which was sponsored by 
Cherokee Representative Mandi Ballinger, codifying that the act of strangulation is to be 
charged as a felony rather than the misdemeanor of Battery.  In a survey by the Georgia 
Commission on Family Violence prior to enactment of the bill, it was discovered that over 
44 percent of victims served by Georgia’s state-certified domestic violence programs had 
been strangled.  Prior to the enactment of this important legislation, such offenses were 
regularly charged as Battery, despite the potential lethality of strangulation.   

 
It is not currently widely understood that strangulation typically involves the application 
of as little pressure as four pounds to cut off circulation in the jugular veins and/or carotid 
arteries within the neck.  It is also not widely understood that more often than not, the 
victims of strangulation show few if any superficial injuries.  Experts agree that in only ten 
seconds, brain damage can occur and within twenty seconds, unconsciousness begins to 
occur, with total unconsciousness occurring within two minutes.  After four minutes of 
unconsciousness, the victim will die.  Additional pressure beyond four pounds hastens 
unconsciousness and death.  Also, according to the Georgia Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, strangulation victims are eight times more likely to eventually be killed by the 
same abuser.  Cherokee County jurors have expressed the value of this information in 
understanding the dynamics and ramifications of strangulation, which are certainly 
unknown to the average citizen. 
 
 

                                                                 
 

The pictures above are of a victim of domestic violence who was so terrified of her abuser that she attempted to jump 
through a second story window to escape the assault by a man she was dating.  This victim of beating and strangulation 
was firmly convinced she would die through torture at the hands of her attacker that day and thus attempted to take her 
own life with a razor blade during the assault.  Our prosecutor, assisted by victim witness advocates and her investigator 
prepared this victim to face her attacker at trial and she testified to the details of the extended assault.  A physician who 
is an expert on the dynamics of strangulation testified in detail as to the mechanism of strangulation as well as the short 
term impacts and potential for lethality or permanent injuries of strangulation.  The defendant was convicted and received 
a sentence of twenty years with three to serve in prison.  He may never again have contact with his victim during the term 
of his sentence.  In addition to validating this victim of domestic violence and supporting her through the process, this trial 
team educated the jury and courtroom observers through the testimony of the expert witness.  There is no way to assess 
the ripple effect of providing that information to jurors, however, it certainly is a form of community education.   
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Traumatic Brain Injury & Severe Physical Abuse  
 
Sadly, Cherokee County has significant numbers of cases involving the severe physical 
abuse of young children.  Because confessions are rare, these cases are often proven 
through the testimony of medical experts describing the types of mechanisms that could 
cause the injuries a child has sustained.         

 
  
  
  
  
  

   
 

    State vs. Michael Naples 

 
In 2015, District Attorney Wallace and her Chief Assistant ADA tried a child 
homicide case in which a two-year old child was abused to death by her mother’s 
boyfriend.  The child succumbed to traumatic brain injury but also suffered 
fractures that were indicative of previous incidences of child abuse. 
 
Evidence at trial suggested that the child was killed sometime between 9 p.m. and 
2 a.m., when paramedics were called to the defendant’s home by the child’s 
mother, who discovered the child at the bottom of a flight of stairs in the 
defendant’s basement. Numerous medical experts, including hospital physicians 
and the medical examiner, testified at trial that the child’s numerous injuries 
including multiple injuries to the head, a large skull fracture, subdural bleeding, a 
broken leg and a healing rib fracture were medically inconsistent with a fall down 
stairs. The child, who never regained consciousness, succumbed to severe brain 
trauma.   
 
After hearing the complex testimony from experts coupled with the timeline 
provided by law enforcement and the child’s mother (who was convicted of failing 
to properly protect her child), the jury convicted the defendant of murder and 
other underlying charges of child abuse. On June 11, 2015, Michael Naples was 
sentenced by Judge Ellen McElyea to life imprisonment without parole plus thirty 
consecutive years.  Expert testimony was essential to proving the State’s case, 
which was largely circumstantial in nature.   
 

GUILTY 
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Sexual Assault 
 
Particularly with regard to child victims, our prosecutors present the testimony of highly 
specialized medical professionals to explain development, anatomy and the significance 
of the existence or absence of physical findings during exams.  Numerous studies validate 
the long-held conclusion that even where there is known molestation of a child, medical 
examinations of the child’s genitals and/or anus are almost always normal.  Expert 
physicians explain that a number of factors, including among other things: anatomical 
development, healing capacity, delayed outcries and the extent of penetration, all impact 
whether evidence of injuries would be expected.   

 
Disabilities & Language Differences Experts 

 
Increasingly, the State faces the difficult question of how best to investigate cases involving 
individuals with disabilities, both victims and defendants.  Training in understanding 
developmental and communication differences is imperative to the assessment of cases 
and the responsible and professional approach to dealing with and advocating for victims 
with disabilities.  Expert testimony is often necessary to explain to a jury how best to 
understand allegations communicated by a victim with language or intellectual challenges 
or why such a victim may articulate or demonstrate evidence of abuse in non-verbal ways.  
Recently, expert testimony was a key element in proving that a 38-year-old intellectually 
challenged woman was not developmentally capable of consenting to sexual intercourse 
in a case in which a family friend was convicted of raping her.    This victim, who happily 
reminisced about her 38th birthday party taking place at Chuck E. Cheese, felt as 
powerless and incapable of stopping her rapist as a young child likely would.   

 
Our employees must also possess cultural competencies, or the ability to work effectively 
with cultures other than their own.  Often, where language differences exist, translators 
are needed for the presentation of testimony in court.  For work inside the office, or in the 
field, we are fortunate to employ three Spanish-speaking individuals.  Expert testimony 
may be needed at times to explain victims’ underreporting or failure to report crimes or 
their apparent acceptance of victimization, which is in no way related to non-victimization.   

 
Exhibits  
During the course of a trial, it is often necessary to present visual evidence to juries in the 
form of photographs, videotaped scenes or interviews, and even re-enactment videos.  
Additionally, there are times that expert witnesses require anatomical models or other 
pieces of demonstrative evidence to properly explain their testimony to a jury.  This is 
especially helpful in cases involving traumatic brain injury in which model skeletons, eyes 
and brains are often used to explain blunt force head trauma and the dynamics of injury 
in shaken baby cases.  Models are also very helpful in assisting experts in testifying about 
the physics involved in fracturing childrens' bones, especially ribs.  Currently, our office 
is involved in multiple cases in which the types and locations of fractures in childrens’ 
bodies provide valuable insight into the causes of their injuries.   
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Pulling it All Together 
During the course of a trial, our victim advocates, investigators and trial attorneys work 
very closely to ensure the professional and orderly presentation of the case.   Often, 
members of the team who are not assigned to a case will become involved to pick up or 
prepare witnesses, to do research, help with evidence presentation, or simply to provide 
trial advice.  In 2015, 17 criminal cases were tried by jury by our office in Superior Court.    
 
 
Resolving Cases Short of Trial 
Great investigations and extensive preparation for trial often lead to resolution short of 
trial by guilty plea.  Our prosecutors routinely reach agreements that save significant 
county funds while securing convictions by guilty plea with substantial sentences 
designed to remove defendants from society when that is most appropriate and to put 
conditions of probation in place that are designed to prevent recidivism and future harm 
to our citizens.  Below are several examples of cases disposed of short of trial in Cherokee 
county in 2015.       

 
 

 

An armed robber of a gas station was apprehended after a lengthy pursuit by law enforcement, but after having 
changed his clothing and appearance.  Along the escape route, a plastic bag was discovered with fingerprints later 
determined to be those of the defendant.  Additional investigation by investigators from our office led to a guilty plea 
to thirty years with fifteen years of imprisonment without parole in this very circumstantial case against an armed and 
dangerous robber.   
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A young man grew up observing his father beat and strangle the boy’s mother as well as abusing the boy’s grandparents 
and the father’s girlfriends.   Based on extensive data about the familial nature of domestic violence, our office was not 
surprised to suddenly find we had domestic violence cases against both father and son simultaneously, although the 
cases were unrelated factually.  The father’s case involved his attack of his own wife, in which he bound and gagged 
her with duct tape, strangled her and burned her.  This victim suffered severe psychiatric wounds although her body 
healed.  The son was arrested for strangling his girlfriend, the mother of his young child.  Our staff, through the efforts 
of our prosecutor, victim advocates and investigators, convinced the father’s victim to testify.  Faced with the evidence 
against him, the father pled guilty and was sentenced to twenty-five years with eight years to serve.    He will be 
permitted no contact with the victim during the term of his sentence and she was spared the trauma of participating in 
a trial.  Our prosecutor spent countless hours evaluating the case against the son and discussing his family history with 
him.  Devastated to be on the same path as his father, re-enacting the abuse he so often witnessed, the son also took 
responsibility for his crimes.   The son was given a chance at rehabilitation, receiving a lengthy term of probation in 
which he will be required to undergo extensive evaluations and mental health treatment in addition to completing 
domestic violence and parenting programs.   
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In a nightmarish attack in 2014, a repeat domestic violence batterer kidnapped, sexually assaulted and mutilated his 
former girlfriend.  In addition to raping the victim, he also sexually assaulted her with several objects.  Holding the 
victim hostage in the back of his SUV bound, gagged and with an object inserted into her anus; the defendant raced 
through Cherokee and Bartow counties, stopping frequently to violate her, ultimately stopping at a hotel in Bartow 
County. Before finally losing consciousness in the hotel room from excessive consumption of alcohol, the defendant 
carved his initials into the victim’s arm with a knife and then used the same weapon to hack off her hair.  The physical 
injuries inflicted by this monster eventually healed, but the memories of this horrific incident will always remain.   
 
In 2015, the collaborative efforts of both law enforcement and prosecution from both jurisdictions resulted in a 
Cherokee County guilty plea with a sentence of four life sentences plus twenty years imprisonment, which will remove 
this defendant from society for the rest of his life.  This plea prevented the victim from ever having to face her attacker 
in court and our team of victim advocates coordinated assistance for this horribly injured woman through funding from 
the Georgia Crime Victim’s Compensation Program which she can utilize for treatment.       
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An individual trafficking in narcotics from Hancock State Prison was determined to be arranging sales of drugs in 
Cherokee County.  Extensive investigation and outstanding collaboration with law enforcement and other counties led 
to a plea of fifteen years to serve in this case where the defendant never set foot in Cherokee County to commit his 
crime.  A trial of this matter would have been circumstantial in nature and complex to try before a jury.  The result of 
the guilty plea is that this drug trafficker will remain off the streets and his prison drug network was shut down.     
 

The District Attorney’s Office is a great resource for law 
enforcement, providing advice on the collection of evidence and 
answering questions on matters of search and seizure when 
needed. The staff is always available to assist us and we often 
work together from the beginning of major cases.   
  
 

- Captain Thomas Pinyan, Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office, Criminal 
Investigation Division    
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WHITE COLLAR / ELDER ABUSE UNIT 
 
Mission Statement: 
To seek justice, act with integrity, and collaborate with partner agencies in the criminal 
justice system in order to serve and protect potential and actual victims of financial fraud, 
and protect the most vulnerable citizens of Cherokee County through the apprehension 
and prosecution of individuals who injure or exploit our citizens through financial fraud 
or elder abuse. 
 
The Unit 
In 2015, with additional budget provided by the Cherokee County Board of 
Commissioners and in partnership with the Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office, the Office 
of the District Attorney created its new White Collar / Elder Abuse Unit.  In cooperation 
with the Division of Aging, Adult Protective Services, the White Collar / Elder Abuse Unit 
is able to review and coordinate with law enforcement concerning all newly reported cases 
of elder abuse.  The White Collar / Elder Abuse Unit is comprised of an attorney, an 
investigator, and an administrative assistant shared with our domestic violence unit.   
 
The objective of this unit is to bring improved focus and response to the increase in 
offenses committed against our seniors and vulnerable adults within Cherokee County, 
especially cases of financial fraud.  Cases of white collar financial crimes such as identity 
theft and fraud, financial transaction card fraud, employee theft, racketeering and elder 
exploitation have markedly increased in recent years.  Within just the first year of this 
program, we are observing improved coordination between the Office of the District 
Attorney and local law enforcement, as well as victim service providers with respect to 
financial crimes and all cases of elder abuse.   
 
In cases involving drug offenses or property crimes, such as burglary, the investigation 
would typically include compiling lists of illegal substances recovered and the facts 
surrounding the seizure or documenting the items taken from a dwelling and the facts 
that may lead to the identity of the burglar.  In stark contrast, cases involving identity 
fraud, financial transaction card fraud, and complex financial employee theft, such as 
racketeering, can often require specialized knowledge, as well as significant training and 
experience to successfully investigate and prosecute these types of offenses efficiently.  
The investigation of all white collar crimes and complex financial cases are labor intensive 
requiring multiple subpoenas of bank records and detailed analysis of those financial 
records received.  Likewise, there are typically thousands of pages of records to sort, 
review, and interpret in order to successfully prosecute these types of offenses.  Having 
this new unit has drastically increased the productivity in investigating and prosecuting 
white collar and elder abuse cases in Cherokee county.  
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The below diagram illustrates types of victimization involving our aging population. 
 

 
 
 

The investigation of identity fraud and financial transaction card fraud may involve 
tracing numerous acts of credit card fraud for each victim, as well as the recovery of video 
evidence in order to properly identify the perpetrator.  Such cases may also involve tracing 
the varied levels of the theft of stolen credit card information through those who purchase 
and manufacture stolen identity theft via the internet.   
 
To bring in additional, low cost resources to improve our response toward the 
investigation and prosecution of white collar cases, the White Collar / Elder Abuse Unit 
has joined the National White Collar Crime Center as well as the International Association 
of Financial Crimes Investigators.  The Unit regularly attends the county S.A.L.T. Triad 
(Seniors and Law Enforcement Working Together) meetings and also attends meetings 
with the Cobb County Elder Abuse Task Force.  The Unit is developing protocol with the 
help of the Cobb Task Force. Together, these organizations provide access to numerous 
trainings and investigative resources, such as credit card databases and intelligence 
reports on fraud trends, as well as research reports on financial crimes and investigative 
tactics.  
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 A 25 year old man saw an opportunity when he met a 67 year old man who was visiting California. Recently divorced 
and facing knee surgery, the 67 year old victim requested and paid for the 25 year old man to fly to Georgia to assist 
him with mobility around the house and getting to and from doctor’s appointments. The 67 year old victim had $20,000 
in his savings account from recently selling the home he and his wife shared.  The man soon discovered money missing 
from his accounts.  It was later discovered that the 25 year old man was captured on video using the victim’s debit card, 
which he did not have authority to use. The defendant was also identified uttering the victim’s check for the purchase 
of a puppy for $550. The total loss suffered by the victim was $9,850.  The Elder / Abuse Unit moved quickly on this case 
to secure a sentence of five years on probation, which included paying half of the restitution at time of sentencing.  The 
remainder of the restitution was paid within one year of being on probation.  For this victim, receiving his money back 
as well as holding the defendant accountable was of utmost importance.    
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At-Risk Adults Crime Tactics (ACT) Certified Specialist Program 
In December, 2015, the Office of the District Attorney in partnership with the Georgia 
Department of Human Services and Division of Aging, hosted the At-Risk Adults Crime 
Tactics (ACT) Training.  The extensive two-day training included all aspects of elder abuse 
including neglect, exploitation, unlicensed personal care homes, Adult Protective 
Services, Healthcare Facility Regulation, and related Georgia laws.  The training included 
a certification, continuing education credits for law enforcement, fire / EMS and lawyers.  
The training was attended by local law enforcement agencies throughout the County.  
Looking to the future, our office is scheduled to host Prosecuting At-risk Adult Abuse next 
year to assist prosecutors in distinguishing the difference between civil and criminal 
matters, build strong cases, and address the needs of elder victims.  This training will be 
for prosecutors and law enforcement throughout the state.  
 

 

 
 

"With the increasing senior population in Cherokee County there is also an 
increase in scams and frauds targeting seniors.  Through the concentrated 
effort of agencies such as the Office of the District Attorney and Cherokee Senior 
Services, seniors have been made more aware of current attempts by those who 
would do harm. The continued efforts are crucial in accomplishing an informed 
senior population." 
 

- Nathan Brandon, Camellia Place Assisted Living 

Staff Member Shelley Pritchett is setting up an awareness 
table at the Senior Extravaganza.  The Office of the 
District Attorney participates in the Senior Extravaganza 
hosted by S.A.L.T. Triad each year and hands out 
important awareness information specific to crimes that 
target our aging population.   
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PROMOTING PUBLIC SAFETY 

 
A cornerstone of our public safety philosophy is that we are responsible for assisting law 
enforcement in utilizing best practices by providing advice and more importantly, 
training.  In 2015, our office trained 1,442 students in our county from law enforcement 
as we delivered 181 hours of free training.   Training was delivered by our staff of 
prosecutors and investigators and covered a range of topics from investigations to case 
development to testifying in court.  We also offered a two day intensive family violence 
training for prosecutors, law enforcement, victim advocates, and community service 
professionals.  This critical training included topics such as dynamics of domestic 
violence, the effects of domestic violence on children, the unavailable witness, lethality 
assessments and strangulation, and information on the sexual assault protocol for the 
county.  Presenters for this training included District Attorney Staff, the Cherokee Family 
Violence Center, and the YWCA of Northwest Georgia.    
 

 
 

Our office also diligently works to make community members of Cherokee County safe.  
In addition to hosting the At-Risk Adult Crime training mentioned above, the White 
Collar/Elder Abuse Unit reached out to the senior centers located within the county to 
schedule presentations for seniors at each facility.  During the presentations, seniors were 
armed with information to aide them in avoiding being victims of crime.  The unit used 
real life examples of scams involving the aging population and also provided the seniors 
with information to take home to further read to prevent becoming victims of crime.  
These same presentations are expected to happen again next year and continue each year 
to constantly get information out regarding crime prevention to our aging population.     
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The Office of the District Attorney reaches out to the local high schools each year to 
provide information to the youth in the community.  Our office presented classes on teen 
dating violence to the local health classes in each high school in Cherokee County.  The 
staff’s objective while teaching these classes is to foster open communication with teens, 
examine the teens’ pre-existing views of romantic relationships, and to help teens identify 
abusive relationship behavior, as a well as developing an understanding of the effects of 
an abusive relationship on their emotional and physical health.  We also presented 
information to an entire student body titled Teens, Technology, and the Law, which 
discussed the dangers and responsibilities of technology and how quickly the improper 
use of technology can turn into a criminal liability.      
     

 
Staff members Sheri Vaughan and Ashley Snow teaching Teen Dating Violence at the local high schools. 

 
The Teen Dating Violence presentation is one of the very best school and community 
ventures we are privileged to enjoy here at Sequoyah High School.   The staff of the 
Office of the District Attorney convey relevant and important information to each of 
our health education classes. This information is thought provoking and discussion 
stimulating. The students are informed as to the laws and court procedures that 
directly involve Cherokee County teenagers. As a result, they listen intently knowing 
that they may benefit by avoiding many of the risky behaviors they are told about. In 
addition to the factual information, the students are made aware of the teen cycle of 
dating violence. This breakdown of the typical behaviors of a potentially dangerous 
relationship trap helps the teens compare and be aware of the relationships they are 
currently in or potentially will be in as they pursue dating. Furthermore, our teens are 
given information that provides a way of escaping dangerous relationships. Each 
student is also given a practical way of creating a safety plan for relationships and a 
copy of the ‘Dating Bill of Rights’. The ‘Dating Bill of Rights’ provides a wonderful 
picture of what the students should expect from each relationship they explore. Finally, 
the students are given current local and national hotline phone numbers to call to 
report, discuss, or learn more concerning the topics discussed. As a health educator, I 
value this very well constructed program.  

- Mark Farist, Teacher, Sequoyah High School 

 



 
 

23 
 

THE ROAD AHEAD:  PURSUING PREVENTION STRATEGIES 
 
Accountability Courts 
The philosophy of accountability courts is that when a defendant’s crimes are largely the 
direct result of addiction or mental health problems, there are instances where it is in 
societies’ best interest to attempt to rehabilitate the individual by addressing the core 
issues. This approach involves investing in the development of accountability courts and 
treatment programs in an effort to prevent recidivism and prioritize incarceration for 
those who are a danger to society. Throughout Georgia, there is a movement to build 
accountability courts to eliminate the need to imprison citizens who have the potential to 
lead productive and independent lives.   The Cherokee County Felony Accountability 
Courts are voluntary, post-conviction courts and require application and admission to 
participate.  
 

We must make this investment.  If we fail to treat the addict’s drug addiction, we 
haven’t taken the first step in breaking the cycle of crime – a cycle that destroys lives 
and wastes taxpayer resources.   

 
- Governor Nathan Deal (State of the State Remarks,  January 10, 2012) 

 

Drug Accountability Court 
In 2013, Superior Court Judge Ellen McElyea began the Cherokee County Drug 
Accountability Court.  Cherokee DAC is a four-phase program that takes a 
minimum of two years and a maximum of three years to complete. The program is 
designed for adults who have been charged with a felony offense and have an 
identified substances abuse problem that likely has a causal relationship to the 
individuals’ criminality.  The program is based on total abstinence from drug use.  
Each phase of the program has specific activities required and goals that must be 
met before participants can apply to move to the next phase.  The program is 
largely grant funded; however, participants pay significant fees which contribute 
to sustaining the program.  To date, twenty-two percent of the total entrants into 
the program have successfully completed the program and graduated.   
 

            
              Currently there are thirty six participants in Drug Accountability Court.  The next      
              graduation is June 16, 2016. 
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Mental Health Court 
In 2015, Probate Judge Keith Woods began the Cherokee County Mental Health 
Court.  The goal of the mental health court is to address the needs of defendants 
who have come into contact with the criminal justice system due to their mental 
illnesses, thereby reducing the likelihood that they will have further encounters 
with law enforcement.  The Cherokee MHC is a post-conviction program for both 
misdemeanor and felony offenders in which completion of the program is a 
condition of sentencing.  After application and admission, participants in the 
program are required to attend court, counseling and case management.  Often, a 
condition of participation is to properly take psychopharmacological medications 
as prescribed by the treating physician involved in the case. Participants are also 
required to undergo random testing for alcohol and illegal drug use.  As 
participants progress through the program, they will be working to establish 
stability in all areas of their life with the goal of their being able to live productively 
and free of future arrests.   

 
Veterans Court 
In 2015, State Court Judge Dee Morris began development of Cherokee Veterans 
Court.  The purpose of having a separate accountability court for veterans is to 
address the very specific issues consistently experienced by many veterans of 
combat and to utilize existing resources available only to veterans. Currently, many 
combat veterans are returning home from Operation Enduring Freedom (the 
worldwide war on terror) and other conflicts worldwide.  Of course, veterans from 
any era and conflict are eligible for the program.  Many veterans suffer from post-
traumatic stress disorder, mental disease, traumatic brain injuries and other 
physical injuries that are a result of these conflicts.  In dealing with these issues, 
some veterans find themselves involved in substance abuse, domestic violence, and 
other criminal activity.  This court is currently in development and expected to 
launch in 2016.  The Office of the District Attorney will have an Assistant District 
Attorney in this court and will be actively involved in the development of the 
program.   

 
“Wars are the most intense and destructive of human enterprises that traumatize and 
damage minds and bodies…” 
    

- C.B. Scrignar, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder: Diagnosis, Treatment, and Legal Issues 2  
(Bruno Press 2d ed. 1988) 

 
Pre-Trial Diversion Program 
In 2016, the Office of the District Attorney will launch a new Pre-Trial Diversion Program 
primarily aimed at youthful offenders who commit low level crimes.  The purpose of this 
program is to aide in preventing future criminal activity among certain offenders by 
diverting them from a traditional criminal justice response into community supervision 
and services.   The program will also functionally create a fast track for resolution of cases 
where collection of restitution for victims is the foremost priority.  This program will save 
prosecutorial and judicial resources, preserving taxpayer funds and jail space for the 
highest priority more serious cases.    
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RECOGNIZING EXCELLENCE 
 
Each year, District Attorney Wallace recognizes employees who have performed 
outstanding service to the office on a quarterly and annual basis.  Employees of the Year 
exhibit excellent qualities of innovation and leadership.  Employees of the Quarter 
typically have performed especially well in difficult trials or have improved the office in 
other unique ways.  The Office of the District Attorney is proud to recognize our 
outstanding employees, below are the Employees of the Year & Employees of the Quarter 
for 2015. 
 
        

     
      Robert G. Morton III                   Randy Reagan                          Heather McCoy 
     Prosecutor of the Year            Investigator of the Year         Team Member of the Year  

 
 
 

                              
                   Rachelle Carnesale          Ann Corrigan 
 Outstanding Employee 1st Quarter                Outstanding Employee 2nd Quarter     
 

                                                   
                  Zach Smith                       Shelley Pritchett 
          Outstanding Employee 3rd Quarter                Outstanding Employee of 4th Quarter 
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 GIVING BACK 
 
The Office of the District Attorney gives back to our great community.  Each year, our 
office staff personally contribute to raise funds to help those in need.  Our staff 
personally contributes and raises an average of $1500 at various times throughout the 
year.  This money is used to fund Christmas gifts for foster children through the 
Department of Family and Children Services, Christmas gifts for the aging population 
through S.A.L.T. Triad, Easter Baskets for Cherokee Parks and Recreation, and food for 
the Georgia Legal Food Frenzy.      
 

 
District Attorney Shannon Wallace with staff members Stephanie Keener, Heather McCoy, Sheri 
Vaughan, and Tracy Wallace prepare to deliver Easter baskets to Cherokee Parks and Recreation.    
 

Our ultimate goal is for Cherokee County to be a safe place to live, work, and play.  
There is no one solution to addressing crime in our community.  It is a dynamic and 
changing landscape in which we have to address both defendants and victims as 
individuals.  Our intention is to remove extremely violent individuals and sexual 
predators from our society through incarceration, but we also recognize that many 
defendants have the potential to live productive and fruitful lives if core issues with 
mental health and addiction are properly addressed.  Our best work is performed when 
we collaborate with our partners such as law enforcement, child services, the child 
welfare community and the Cherokee County Family Violence Center.  It is a genuine 
pleasure to be a voice for victims in Cherokee County and I look forward to our 
continued progress in my second term as your District Attorney.   
 

             -District Attorney Shannon Wallace 
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